
HAYMAN TROPHY DRAWING COMPETITION - 26 November 2022  

The 2022-23 Hayman Trophy Drawing Competition was contested in 

typical late-Spring conditions; variable winds, warm and later cold 

temperatures with a sprinkling of rain. The rearranged Centre Triples 

and some interclub Fours games affected the number of entries this 

year. The 57-strong field was drawn on to 16 rinks, mostly with 4 players 

on each, for the 53rd playing of this prestigious trophy, which dates back 

to 1965.  

The competition was played over 18 ends with each player delivering in 

turn, four bowls to a medium length jack, then four to a short length jack 

and then four to a long length jack – 72 bowls in total. Each bowl was 

measured and those within one foot of the jack scored 3 points, within 

two feet 2 points and within a yard one point. A yard stick (in keeping 

with the history of the trophy) was used to measure the distances from 

the jack. In total 4,104 bowls were played during the afternoon scoring in 

all 2,595 points.  

 

Two former winners graced the field – Alan Bryce, winning in 1978 and 

again in 1979 and last year’s winner, Paul Beecroft. Scoring was very 

respectable with 16 of the entrants scoring over 50 points with another 

17 players in the 40s. The eventual winner, Brad Sinclair, achieved 69 

points while runner up Gordon Morrison, playing in the same group as 

Brad, scored 66 points. Ends 8 and 9 won the trophy for Brad as he 

scored 17 points to Gordon’s 7 on these two ends. Evan Owens was 

third with 64 points closely followed by Don McClelland, Michael Weeks, 

Kevin Rowe and Pat Bonham. 



The possible score on any single end is 12 points. This is usually only 

achieved while in a deep and fitful sleep, before waking to a sweaty 

reality. This year, only Brad Sinclair scored double figures on one end, 

(a 10), while Mike Mehaffey and just selected for the NZ team for next 

year’s World Blind Bowls Championships, Tom Boyd and his Director 

Gaye Boyd, achieved  9 points on one end. Thirteen eights, 22 sevens 

and 41 sixes were added to score cards from excellent heads. Everyone 

got well into double figures and had bowls to be proud of. The format 

does give a great pointer as to where to concentrate future practice. This 

season, like most others, it looks like long ends will either need to be 

practised or avoided!  

This trophy is usually won by the most consistent draw player – one who 
scores on every end, starts well and finishes strongly. This year only 
Gordon Morrison succeeded in scoring on every end while Paul 
Beecroft, Pat Bonham, Jayden Owens, Kevin Rowe and Brad Sinclair 
nearly achieved this feat by scoring on 17 ends. Six others scored on 16 
ends. Alan Bryce, Pat Bonham and Michael Weeks scored   the best 
score (7) on the first end while Paul Beecroft was the best on the last 
end with 8.  
There’s always next year! 
 
Overall Results 
1 Brad Sinclair 69;  
2 Gordon Morrison 66;  
3 Evan Owens 64;  
4 Don McClelland 63;  
5= Michael Weeks and Kevin Rowe 62;  
7 Pat Bonham 61; 
 8 Jayden Owens 58; 
 9= Paul Beecroft and Ryan Bonham 56;  
Women  
1 Pam Clark; 2 Beth Mehaffey; 3 Clare Churcher 
Under 5 Years 
1 Evan Owens; 2 Jayden Owens; 3 Mike Mehaffey 
First and Second Years 
1 Paul McOscar; 2 Shaun Gore; 3 Ken Stevens   
Village People  
1 Murray Harper; 2 Graham Tate; 3 Pierre Alexandre 
 
Thanks to Jamey Ferris (excellent greens), Arjan van Hasselt (crosses) 
and all the others who helped out during the day. 


