
A Great Start to the “Summer of Bowls 2021-2022 

The Burnside Under 26 Singles Championship announced the arrival of yet another young talent on 

the New Zealand lawn bowling scene. Twenty year old, Anthony Ouellet, from Bowls Tauranga 

South, played with great composure and skill to defeat Burnside’s Richard Hocking 21-17 in an 

enthralling contest right up to the final bowl.  

This was the fourth time that Ouellet had 

ventured south for this event and the Bay 

of Plenty representative fully deserved 

his victory. Working for his family’s 

swimming pool maintenance business 

allows him to balance his work and 

sporting commitments. He will be a 

player to watch at the Summerset 

National Singles and Pairs Championships 

to be held in Christchurch in January. 

Twenty five year old Richard Hocking who first played in this event in 2013 was a very worthy 

finalist. Runner up in 2016 and now again in 2021, Hocking has a record to be proud of in the Under 

26 Singles Championship. Over the three days of play he was the only player in the field unbeaten 

until the final. After 19 ends of top class bowls the score was tied at 17 shots apiece. The spectators 

settled into their seats expecting another 30 minutes of nip and tuck but Anthony Ouellet played 

some wonderful draw bowls on the twentieth 

end to lay three shots when Hocking played his 

last bowl. This slid past the jack and the shot 

bowls, and sat agonisingly just out of the 

count.  Ouellet then drew inside Hocking’s 

nearest bowl for a full count and it was all over 

21-17. Not only was this Richard’s last end of 

the final it was to be his last in this annual 

tournament as with four others he will not be 

eligible in the future because of age.    Richard Hocking (Burnside) 

The playing conditions throughout the three days of the event contributed to the generally overall 

high standard of play. Friday and Sunday were warm and sunny with a steady breeze while Saturday 

was dry but with a cold wind. The greens ran at a consistent speed and were very true. They were a 

tribute to the skill of green keeper, Jamey Ferris. 

The aim of all players in this event is to be first or second in their section so that they qualify to play 

in Division 1 for the Championship title and the biggest share of the $4,500 prize money. 

Section A was won by Seamus Curtin (Stokes Valley) with six wins from his seven games, on a count 
back from Jesse Russell (Cambridge Central) 6/7. Paritutu’s Briar Atkinson caused a major upset in 
this section in the first round by defeating Blackjack, Curtin 21-17 with an outstanding draw bowl 
performance. Briar finished with five section wins narrowly missing a place in Division 1. 



Anthony Ouellet 6/7 won Section B while Bradley Down (Plimmerton) 5/7 gained the second spot on 
a count back from last year’s winner Taylor Horn (Cambridge Central) and Hamish Kape (Okato). 
Kape had the honour of being the only player to win against Ouellet in this tournament. 
Burnside’s Richard Hocking 7/7 took the honours in Section C and was the tournament’s only 
unbeaten player in section play. Jonty Horwell (Kaikorai) 5/7 was second on a count back from North 
East Valley’s Brooke Craik. 
Aidan Zittersteijn (Paritutu) 6/7 was first in Section D from Rangiora’s James Collier 5/7 with 
Cobden’s Hamish Kelleher missing out on a count back. 
 
Division 1 quarterfinals resulted in wins to Hocking, Russell, Ouellet and Curtin over Collier, 
Zittersteijn, Down and Horwell respectively.  At the end of Saturday’s play, semi-finalists in all four 
divisions had been found.  
 
All four Division 1 semi- finalists had reached this point in past tournaments while only Ouellet had 
not yet played in a Burnside Under 26 Singles final.  
Richard Hocking was in very good touch to win his semi-final from Jesse Russell 21-11. This was 
Russell’s last appearance at this tournament in which he has always performed to a high standard 
and achieved much success. 
Anthony Ouellet got away to a great start in the second semi-final scoring a four on the first end 
against Seamus Curtin. Curtin then took over, winning the next seven ends in a row before Ouellet 
responded. Curtin led 12-8 on the thirteenth end 
when the game turned on its head. Four ends 
later Ouellet led 20-12 and the game finished in 
the nineteenth end 21-15. Twenty one year old 
Seamus Curtin is eligible to play for four more 
years in this tournament and few would doubt 
that he will add to his 2018 victory in the future. 
As written earlier Anthony Ouellet went on to 
win the final against Richard Hocking and with 
five more years of eligibility, he together with 
Curtin, will be the bench marks for future 
players to reach. 
           Anthony Ouellet, Graeme Rees (marker) & Richard Hocking 

All local players enjoyed some success and represented their clubs very well.  
Richard Hocking and Rangiora’s James Collier (who defeated Cook Island representative Aidan 

Zittersteijn 21-13 in section play) met in the Division 1 quarter-finals, where Hocking had to come 

from behind to win against Collier 21-19. 

Courtney Bodger (Woolston Park) won four games including a victory 

over 2020 winner, Cambridge’s Taylor Horn 21-14. Courtney who 

reached the semi-final of Division 3 was joined in that Division by Jack 

Bonner (Barrington), Burnside’s Alex Wilkinson (Left), who earlier 

defeated Briar Atkinson; and Braeden Casware (Cashmere). 

 
Ellie Gordon (Parklands) and Burnside’s Callum 
Cox (Right) were joined in Division 4 by semi-
finalist Jack Brokenshire (Christchurch), and 
eventual runner up Dylan Campbell (Woolston 
Park). 
 



Tournament Convenor, Kerrie Bruce, 

congratulated the players on their 

sportsmanship and demeanour and paid 

tribute to the volunteers. She thanked 

everyone for making this Bowls NZ 

“Summer of Bowls” event so enjoyable for 

all involved. A feature of this event is the 

regard that the players have for Convenor, 

Kerrie Bruce. They recognise and appreciate 

all her efforts and organisational skills 

which make this tournament so special and   

sought after by these young players. 

2021 Graduates – Back Row – Chase Bishop and Jesse Russell 
Front Row – Brooke Craik, Richard Hocking, (Convenor) Kerrie Bruce and Keanu Darby 
 

Finals’ Results (Winners and Runners up) 

Division 1 
Final 
Anthony Ouellet (Bowls Tauranga South) d Richard Hocking (Burnside) 21-17 
Semi-finals 
Anthony Ouellet (Bowls Tauranga South) d Seamus Curtin (Stokes Valley) 21-15 
Richard Hocking (Burnside) d Jesse Russell (Cambridge Central) 21-11 
 
Division 2 
Chase Bishop (Riverside, Blenheim) d Taylor Horn (Cambridge Central) 21-7 
Division 3 
Keanu Darby (North East Valley) d Tom Taiaroa (West End, Timaru) 15-9 
Division 4 
Mitchell Scott (Kaikorai) d Dylan Campbell (Woolston Park) 15-6 
 
Full results – section, post-section play and photos – see www.burnsidebowlingclub.com  
 
Foot note for the Burnside members – stand close to Callum Cox when you buy your next raffle 
ticket. Callum bought two tickets in the event raffle; the first ticket won him a new set of Henselite 
bowls while the second ticket won him a flash bowling bag to carry them in. On top of this he played 
some excellent shots in his games all with a stylish delivery – well done Callum. 
 

http://www.burnsidebowlingclub.com/

