
2017 Burnside U26 Singles Wash Up 

The much anticipated 2017 Burnside U26 Singles tournament attracted a great field of 32 of NZ's 
best young bowling talents but the dominant player was C. W. S. Weather.
Friday: very good weather - blue skies, cool morning, warm afternoon and little wind
Saturday: not very good weather - constant light rain, cool temperatures but no wind
Sunday: awful weather - constant sweeping rain, cold and windy.

But let's start at the beginning.
Friday – Day 1 – 4 rounds of section play
Burnside President Alan Bryce, and Bowls NZ's CEO, Mark Cameron welcomed the players to the 
event and after some tentative trial ends play began in earnest at 9.00am on fast and true greens in 
excellent conditions. Over the last twelve months Burnside has witnessed some very classy games 
and on this day the standard reached was comparable to the best seen over that time.

By day's end there were only three players who had won all four of their games. 
Keanu Darby (NEV) - Section 1: Sean Ingham (Broadbeach) - Section 2: Mat Bassett (Elmwood) - 
Section 3: while Dean Drummond (Bowls Hastings) narrowly led section 4 with three wins on 
differential from Jonty Horwell (Kaikorai) and Finbar McGuigan (Plimmerton).



Saturday – Day 2 – 3 section games and quarter finals
Steady but light rain greeted the players and officials as they gathered before the start of play. The 
pluses however were the lack of any wind and the excellent condition of the greens. The aim of all 
players was to gain a place in the highest division possible with the pinnacle being Division 1. This 
necessitated gaining first or second place in their section.

A three-way battle developed in Section 1. Keanu Darby carried on his good form from Friday when 
he had defeated last year's winner Sheldon Bagrie-Howley (Gore) but on this day Seamus Curtin 
(Stokes Valley) got the better of Keanu and then in turn Seamus lost to Sheldon. The end result was 
that all three players won six games with Sheldon and Keanu advancing to Division 1 on differential. 

Day 1 Sean Ingham – could be in Broadbeach   Day 2 Richard Hocking on the draw in the rain

Sean Ingham (Broadbeach) was the clear  winner of Section 2. Sean was dominant in all 7 section 
games and celebrated his recent selection in the Australian Development Team for the November 
Trans Tasman test series in style. In a three way tie Caleb Hope (Gore) with 5 wins, joined Sean in 
Division 1 on differential ahead of Conor Muir (Clyde) and Logan Amer (Johnsonville).

In a closely contested Section 3 Black Jack Tayla Bruce (Burnside), Ethan Kelleher (Cobden) and Mat 
Bassett (Elmwood) each won 5 games.  Tayla won the section with Ethan pipping Mat for the second 
place in Division 1 on differential. This was after first-day leader Mat lost to Tayla but then won his 
only game on the second day of section play in the final round against Ethan.

Rory Soden (Browns Bay) showed why he was selected in the NZ Development Team for next 
month's Trans Tasman in winning all three games on this difficult day. This performance gave him 5 
wins and a place in Division 1. Meanwhile Jonty Horwell (Kaikorai) defeated first-day leader Dean 
Drummond (Bowls Hastings) in round 7 to gain the coveted second spot to get into the top division.

Quarter Finals
The eighth game of the day consisted of the quarter finals for each division. Players were placed in 
one of four divisions based on their section results. The eight players in each division were seeded 
according to their number of wins and their differential. This resulted in some excellent games in 
deteriorating conditions. For the first time water started to pool on the two greens. Despite this 
handicap there were few upsets in the games’ results.



In Division 1, games went with seedings. 2013 winner Sean Ingham, played very well to defeat 
Kaikorai’s Jonty Horwell 21-12; defending champion Sheldon Bagrie-Howley dominated his match 
against Cobden’s Ethan Kelleher to win 21-7; 2015 winner Tayla Bruce was eliminated in a very good 
game by Keanu Darby 21-14; and Rory Soden continued his good form to succeed against Gore’s 
Caleb Hope 21-10.

Semi-finalists were also found for the other three divisions.
Division 2 – Jeremy Brosnan (Glen Eden), Dean Drummond (Bowls Hastings), Nicole Toomey 
(Victoria) and Conor Muir (Clyde).

Division 3 – Richard Hocking (Burnside), Finbar McGuigan (Plimmerton), Cait Bassett (Burnside) and 
Talor Duncan (Bowls Tauranga South/Tauranga Domain).
Division 4 – Clayton Hockley (Glen Eden), Ashleigh Jeffcoat (Frankton Junction), Tom Taiaroa 
(Kaikorai) and Brady Amer (Johnsonville).

Sunday – Day 3 – Semi finals and Finals

Lake Laing on Sunday morning

Sadly after 128 games with just 12 to play, the accumulation of 36 hours of rain with no sign of let up
overwhelmed Burnside’s greens. Three manicured greens had turned into three lakes with too much
water to clear in the continuing rain. The decision to call off the tournament was made and semi-
finalists in each division shared the prize money allocated to that division. Prizes were presented by 
Tournament Convenor, Kerrie Bruce; the Henselite sponsored raffle was drawn and lunch provided. 



Division 1 Semi finalists Sheldon Bagrie-Howley, Rory Soden, 
Keanu Darby and Sean Ingham with Tournament Convenor, Kerrie Bruce

Finally three other items of interest added greatly to the event.

At a ceremony held on  Friday 
evening in the Burnside lounge, 
Bowls NZ’s CEO Mark Cameron 
and former Board Chair, Cushla 
McGillivray, presented several 
2016-2017 National Bowls 
Awards. These awards were Club 
of the Year (Burnside), Volunteer 
of the Year (Arjan van Hasselt), 
Female Player of the Year (Tayla 
Bruce), Development Female of 
the Year (Ashleigh Jeffcoat), 
Development Male of the Year 

(Richard Hocking), Under-18 Male of the Year (Seamus Curtin), Green keeper of the Year (Glen 
Miller) and the Media Award (Tony Smith). 

Sharon Sims, National Lead Coach and Selector attended the event over the weekend. Her presence 
was appreciated by the players and gave the tournament even more stature and meaning.

Burnside member, Cameron Wood,
suggested, and then filmed on his
own equipment; two nominated
games which were streamed live on
Burnside’s Face Book Page. This was
a first for this tournament and the
streamed videos of the two games



were viewed over 3,000 times. The Burnside website received more than 30,000 hits on the 
tournament page which covered the draw, results as they reached the office, photos and event 
information. Interest in this event remains very high – both in NZ and overseas. Sportsmanship and 
positive attitudes are attractive features of this tournament.

In the end the players, markers, umpires, officials and supporters were the winners here but the 
spoiler was C. W. S. Weather – this is one character that will not be made welcome at the 2018 
Burnside U26 Singles tournament!

Hands up all those wanting a covered lawn bowls stadium in Christchurch............

Results of all games can be found on www.burnsidebowlingclub.com 

http://www.burnsidebowlingclub.com/

