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mixed Executives and many more mixed events 
that can only improve the general standard of play. 
I have played with and against many of our top Club 
bowlers with Marjory Steele coming to mind as 
our most successful. Marjory won 14 Club singles 
championships and numerous other Club and Centre 
titles. Sharon Kitching who came much later was a 
beautiful player and person and the present World 
Number One player, Jo Edwards, who was with us 
for five years is a superb bowler and is still playing 
for New Zealand. 

Today players are classified as juniors for five years 
with their own events and championships which 
can lead to provincial and national representation. 
Burnside has had two girls, Olivia Davids and 
presently Tayla Bruce, who have reached this level. 
Their success has thrilled us all.

This Club has provided me with so much enjoyment 
in a game I truly love, some successes and like all 
bowlers, days that I have wondered if I had ever held 
a bowl before. It has also given me some personal 
friends I will treasure forever. 

Mention must be made of fund raising from tournaments, 
raffles and donations not only for the two Clubs but also 
for charities such as the Heart Foundation, the Cancer 
Society and Cholmondeley Home. In annual reports 
Daphne Jenkins, Marjory Waldron and Joy Scanes are 
mentioned for their raffle selling skills as are Jan Harmon 
and Judy Gamblin for Lotto competitions and chook 
raffles respectively. 

Although essentially two clubs sharing the same facilities 
there was always cooperation between the two clubs in 
the use of the greens, mixed tournaments, family BBQs 
and social events. 

One event in particular stands out as it received mention 
in every annual report from 1969 - the Gardiner Trophy 
- for play between the mid-week Men’s and Women’s 
Clubs. This contest rather optimistically referred to as 
‘the boys versus the girls’ was won for the first four years 
by ‘the boys’ until in 1973 the tables were emphatically 
turned by the girls. After amalgamation the heat seems 
to have gone out of this rivalry with the last contest being 
played in 2001. For the record the boys triumphed 20 
times to the girls’ 9 wins.
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AMALGAMATION 1998 – ONE CLUB 
Prior to 1996 lawn bowls in New Zealand was administered by two separate bodies – The New Zealand Bowling 
Association (NZBA) and the New Zealand Women’s Bowling Association (NZWBA). 

In 1991 the NZBA appointed a task force to prepare a plan for the future direction of lawn bowls. The major recommendation 
from the task force was that the NZBA and NZWBA should amalgamate to form a new controlling body – “Bowls New 
Zealand Inc”. 

Discussions, arguments and concerns ensued and continued for some time especially among NZWBA members who 
feared losing their independence and history. Finally agreement was reached and in May 1996 the NZBA and the 
NZWBA combined to form Bowls New Zealand Inc (BNZ). 

Burnside’s two Executives did not sit 
on their hands. In September 1996 
a committee of Ray Stewart, Geoff 
Ramshaw, Yvonne Howman and 
Judy Gamblin was established to 
draft a constitution based on BNZ’s 
model constitution. A year later a 
subcommittee representing both the 
men’s and women’s clubs recommended 
acceptance of the constitution to the 
two Executives and in December 1997 
the constitution was endorsed by both 
Executives. After extensive consultation 
with all members of both clubs the two 
Executives discussed submissions and 
reached final agreement. 

In March 1998 on consecutive days the 
two clubs each held a Special General 
Meeting to adopt the new constitution. 
Amalgamation of the Burnside Bowling 
Club and the Burnside Women’s Bowling 
Club was unanimously agreed to. 

On May 27, 1998 at the 35th AGM of 
the Burnside Women’s Bowling Club a 
notice of motion was passed to wind 
up the BWBC and to transfer all the 
assets of the Club to the Burnside 
Bowling Club (Inc). 

Two Clubs were now one! Ralph 
Simpson’s question posed in 1990 was 
answered in the affirmative. 

As it happens, the Christchurch 
Women’s Bowling Centre was reluctant 
to amalgamate with Bowls Canterbury. 
The amalgamation of the two Centres 
was finally settled in 2001.

Last Committee meeting BWBC June 1998
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THE BURNSIDE BOWLING CLUB (INC) – 
1998-2013 
Amalgamation of the men’s and women’s clubs 
was agreed to in May 1998 and the first AGM of 
the Burnside Bowling Club as we know it today 
was held on 21 June 1998 with Ken Judd being  
elected President. 

Two years later Judy Gamblin was elected as the first 
woman president of the Club. At this AGM in 2000 Vice 
President Mike Small led the discussion about taking 
down the tin fence on the Avonhead Road frontage and 
replacing it with a see-through brick and wrought iron 
one. Mike’s presentation covering pros and cons, costs, 
options, wind effects, security and vandalism was so 
compelling that virtually no opposition was raised. The 
fence was completed in May 2001.

Judy Gamblin has continued to serve the club in a 
number of capacities ever since her term as President 
as well as serving on the Executive of Bowls Canterbury 
and the Board of Bowls Events NZ. 

Innovative Ideas 2003 
2003 was the Club’s 40th Anniversary Year and on  
January 22 President Mike Small convened a Special 
General Meeting, attended by 97 members, with 
business of a “proposed development plan for the 
Burnside Bowling Club”. There were three agenda items. 

The addition of an administrative level above the 
existing dining room. This was to be built by Bowls 
Canterbury as their relocated offices. Included in the 
plans were a lift, a viewing balcony and several offices. 
All this at no cost to Burnside and the dining room would 
be untouched (even if a bit top heavy). 

Official raising of the new BBC flag 2000
Dal Stott (foundation member)  
with Judy Gamblin (President)

Judy Gamblin – President 2000-2001 
reflects... 
After joining the Club in 1993 and serving on sub 
committees and Executives for several years, I 
was elected President for the 2000-2001 season. 
I felt privileged to preside over such a large and  
well-run Club. 

The first challenge was the old tin fence on Avonhead 
Road. After many discussions, some quite heated, 
it was demolished and a lovely new brick/wrought 
iron fence was erected. The project was led by 
Mike Small and the new fence enhanced the look 
of the Club tremendously. The Millennium Garden 
was established, the flag poles were realigned to 
form an arrowhead by Russell Cockroft and the 
sundial was re-sited. Some lovely plantings of 
rhododendrons and azaleas by Dal Stott and Gordon 
Dixon completed the garden. Stewart Buttar started 
his Pro Bowls shop in the present ground floor 
office, offering all manner of bowls gear as well as 
coaching. It was the first bowls shop of its kind in 
Christchurch. Secondary Schools Bowls started 
in October. We hosted Burnside High School on 
 Wednesday afternoons. 

The Club computer was born on November 1, 2000 – 
thanks to Arjan Van Hasselt. Who could have imagined 
it would grow like it has today with Burnside leading 
the way with its website and tournament draws’ and 
results’ programmes? Ken Prebble was deservedly 
awarded the Certificate of Merit by Bowls NZ’s  
Greenkeeping Association. 

Sun shelters were discussed at the November 2000 
Executive meeting and have remained as a running 
agenda item ever since. In September 2013 large 
umbrella type shelters have been installed at last. 

My year as President went by very quickly. I enjoyed 
every day of it, and thank everyone I worked with for 
giving me the support needed to run a Club like ours.
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The possible amalgamation of the Burnside and 
Canterbury Bowling Clubs. Canterbury was asset 
rich but member poor. Informal talks were taking place 
with some conditional issues about membership status, 
a city base and transport to Burnside being raised  
by Canterbury.

The building of an indoor stadium to enclose 
the Orchard Green. This project depended on the 
amalgamation coming to fruition and Council approval. 
The Council wanted any stadium to be attached to the 
clubhouse. Because of the 1991 extensions agreement, 
the footprint of the Club could not be increased so a 
stadium could not be added as a fourth green. 

All three proposals were related to each other and after 
robust discussion the meeting gave approval for the 
Executive to proceed with the first stage of the Centre 
project, approval for a feasibility study of amalgamation 
with Canterbury, and agreed to pursue the concept 
of a stadium, subject to Council approval and finance  
being available. 

Unfortunately none of these projects got past first base. 
Bowls Canterbury, after spending several thousand 
dollars (from Trusts) on tender plans, could not afford 
the $1,000,000+ building costs. Amalgamation talks 
stalled when demands got complicated and then 
Canterbury decided to carry on and revitalise their own 
club. The stadium idea dimmed with the amalgamation 
talks but is still alive today. Burnside’s commitment to 
World Bowls in 2008 and now in 2016 is an immediate 
constraint but interestingly an indoor bowls stadium was 
on the Council’s City Plan in 2003 but five years later  
had disappeared.

Don Bisman – Life Member 
remembers....
As a new member I can well remember being looked 
after and advised frequently about what I needed to 
do, where and when. Relating to new members is very 
important and together with many others, I was very 
fortunate to have Ernie Watt as a thoughtful minder. 
It was a great feeling as a new player to be included 
in Club teams and to play with more experienced 
players. With their assistance my playing ability and 
game knowledge improved and I am grateful for 
those members who have helped me over the years 
in these aspects. As with most members after a few 
years I got involved in the running of the Club. My 
involvement resulted in being elected to the Executive 
and working with Elwyn Hay, Don Campbell, Henry 
Vannoort and Ken Judd among others before and 
during my term as President in 1991-92. 

Stewart Buttar’s selection to play for New Zealand 
in 1993 was a Club highlight and it was tragic for 
his family and our Club to lose him at such an early 
age. It was a privilege to be involved in the National 
Championships 1996, 1999 and 2004 and the 
international events 2005-2008 and I was proud 
to see so many of our members involved in both 
running these successful and prestigious events and 
volunteering to help. 

Twenty years ago I was asked to join the Tuesday 
Walking Group. Walking with other members was 
always pleasurable and our chats entertaining. There 

‘Four of the best’
Don Bisman, Dave Johnston, Peter Carter and Bob Waldron at Endeavour Inlet
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were times when I got a bit behind but if I had Davie 
Johnston with me a melodious yodel kept us in touch 
with the rest of the group. I remember walking beside 
Tom Brankin and taking two steps to his one to keep 
up. After 10 years I graduated to the ‘Elite’ Thursday 
Group and both these groups gave me and other 
members a lot of enjoyment and increased our general 
education. I got a lot of personal satisfaction from 
playing bowls especially as I improved and winning 
the Club Fours later in my playing career in 2007 with 
Des Fitzpatrick, Kevin Harmon and Mike Sykes was a  
special thrill. 

Our greens are world class and Ken Prebble for 
twenty years and now Glen Miller deserve our thanks 
for their dedication and skill in producing excellent 
playing surfaces for us to play on. 

Our Club has been named NZ Bowling Club of the 
Year three times. People make top clubs and to 
maintain this standard we need new members each 
year. To this end Alan Bryce and Gordon Watson 
together with their band of volunteer helpers have 
mounted new membership drives each year.

I am very proud to have been made a Life Member 
of the Burnside Bowling Club. It is satisfying to see 
the continued developments being made by our 
Executive and membership and this gives me great 
confidence in the Club’s future.

Nationals was a very successful experience. The icing on 
the cake for Burnside was provided by Kevin Gore and 
Mike Small who won the Pairs title on a memorable day 
in January, 2004. 

World Bowls 
Soon after, it was announced that Burnside had 
agreed to be headquarters for the 2008 World Bowls 
Championships – which would be another first in that 
the Men’s and Women’s World Championships would 
be combined at the same event. Ken Wilson-Pyne was 
appointed by the Board of the organising authority, 
Bowls Events NZ, as General Manager to manage the 
operational logistics of the international series of events 
that would culminate with the World Championships 
in 2008. Stewart Buttar had vacated his shop in the 
clubhouse foyer when he was appointed National Coach 
and in August 2004 this space was leased to Bowl 
Events NZ – Burnside had a new tenant. It was decided 
that the Orchard Green would be the stage for all eight 
of the World Championships finals and this green under 
the direction of Ken Prebble assisted by over thirty 
volunteers was planed in April 2004. This work provided 
a fantastic surface three years later. 

Don Bisman comes from a bowling family. Don’s father 
J T (Tom) Bisman was President of the Christchurch 
Bowling Centre in 1953-54 and President of Bowls NZ 
1965-66. He devised the Bisman draw which Bowls 
Canterbury used for decades. Don joined Burnside in 
1976. He skipped John Reese and Alex Grainger to win 
the Club’s 1991 Triples Championship and played second 
with Tony Lye, Geoff Clarke and Rod Maxwell to win the 
Fours in 1998. As above he repeated this result in 2007 
in Des Fitzpatrick’s Four (watch out for 2015 – there is a 
pattern here). Don was elected President for the 1991-92 
season and was heavily involved in Project ‘91’ and the 
lounge extension we enjoy today. He started Business 
House Bowls with Alan Bryce in 1993 and together they 
ran this for ten years. Stints on the tournament, match, 
youth bowls and secondary school bowls committees 
followed as well as acting as a selector for both interclub 
and Manning Cup teams. Burnside recognised his great 
contribution to the Club by honouring Don Bisman with 
Life Membership in 2006. 

The Fifth Decade 
National Pairs Champions 
The highlight of the 2003-2004 season for the Club was 
the first ever combined Men’s and Women’s National 
Championships. This event was held over dozens of 
Canterbury greens with Burnside as the head quarters. 
With good weather and a great team of volunteers the 

Mike Small and Kevin Gore 
National Pairs Champions 2004
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Junior and Youth Success 
2005 was a stellar year for our junior and younger 
members – Olivia Davids won the NZ Secondary Schools 
Girls’ Singles title (for the second time), Selwyn Eathorne 
and Chris Macdonald won the Centre Colts Singles 
Champion of Champions and the Centre Junior Singles 
Champion of Champions titles respectively, while Peter 
Young skipped Richard Bruce, Peter Bartosh and Wing 
King to win Division One in the Centre Junior Fours 
Interclub competition. 

International Bowls and Burnside 
The first of the international events that were to occupy 
Club members over the next four years was held at 
Fendalton in November 2005 – the World Bowls Singles 
Champion of Champions. This event was notable for 
many reasons but for our Club it was the provision of 
over 60 volunteers to help with the smooth running of 
the event. Burnside members officiated as umpires, 
markers and board flippers, provided transport as 
drivers and provided hospitality to overseas visitors. This 
level of support was repeated in the November 2006 
tournament which returned to Fendalton. This time Arjan 
Van Hasselt’s talents were better utilised with a great 
improvement in the results system being very evident.

About this time both the Australian and New Zealand 
squads were frequent visitors to Burnside for training 
camps in the lead up to World Bowls 2008. Ken Haworth 
as Club Manager was the contact for both squads as he 
juggled the task of ensuring all requirements were met for 
teams and Club members who enjoyed the opportunity 
to see top players in action and their training methods. 

It was then Burnside’s turn to be in the limelight as 
headquarters of the 2007 Asia Pacific Championship 
which, as a qualifying tournament for World Bowls 2008, 
attracted teams of 10 players from 17 countries. 

Held in January 2007 and co-hosted with Fendalton, the 
experience gained from the World Singles championships 
paid off. Apart from variable weather, the tournament 
ran smoothly. Officials gained valuable experience, the 
greens and facilities were praised and appreciated by 
players and supporters alike, volunteers from Burnside 
and over 20 other clubs enjoyed themselves, NZ won 
three gold medals, two silver and one bronze from the 
eight disciplines, systems were tried (to be used again 
or discarded), Club funds benefitted while interest was 
raised in the local community which recognised the 
value of this bowling club in its midst. 

Burnside hosted a series of test matches during 2007 
between NZ (rebranded as the Black Jacks) and in turn 
Ireland, Scotland, South Africa and Malaysia. These 
teams were keen to experience our greens and conditions 
as well as trial their players before selecting their World 
Bowls teams. South Africa must have wondered about 
the wisdom of their October visit in cold, windy and 
very wet weather but made the most of their games and 
never lost their sense of humour. These test series were 
managed by Burnside’s Vince Roper (Bowls NZ) together 
with Ken Wilson-Pyne (BENZ). In December 2007 the 
Trans-Tasman test series was held at Burnside – men’s 
and women’s teams in the elite, under 25 and under 18 
categories. For the record Australia won the series but 
the NZ teams out performed their opponents on the last 
day to the extent that the Black Jacks went away very 
buoyed by their performance while some doubts would 
have entered the usually very confident minds of the 
Australians. This too was Burnside’s final test before the 
World Bowls Championships in January 2008. 

World Bowls Championships 2008 
Lights, cameras, action! After three days of official 
practice – on Saturday, 12 January 2008, 240 players 
and 80 team officials representing 28 countries marched 
on to the Orchard Green to the sounds of the champion 
Woolston Brass Band to be welcomed by a Maori cultural 
group and Governor-General Sir Anand Satyanand. This 
ceremony was followed by a pigeon fly past, a march off 
and a dash to the venues for the first games. World Bowls 
2008 was officially underway. Sixteen days later the 
same scenario was repeated this time with the NZ Army 
Band providing the music and World Bowls President, 

Olivia Davids
NZ Secondary Schools Girls’ Singles Champion 

2004 and 2005
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Betty Collins from Australia, making the farewell speech. 
In between these two ceremonies 1,056 section games 
were played at Burnside, Fendalton and Bowls Papanui 
while 32 quarter finals, 16 semi-finals and 8 finals to 
decide eight world champions were fought out on the 
Burnside greens. For the record the Black Jacks won 
four gold medals – Men’s Fours (including short-term 
member Andrew Todd), Men’s Pairs, Women’s Singles 
and the Women’s Pairs (Burnside’s Jo Edwards) – while 
Scotland, South Africa, Australia and Malaysia shared the 
other four. Those visits in 2007 did pay off. In addition NZ 
won the Leonard Trophy for the top men’s team for the 
first time (Burnside’s Andrew Todd, Dave Edwards and 
Graeme Rees all received gold medals for this success) 
while the women‟s team was narrowly headed off by 
Australia. Black Jacks Val Smith and Gary Lawson were 
awarded the prestigious Players of the Championships 
awards – in essence the best players in the world. 

The photos will tell their own story of flags, colour, 
grandstands, despair, joy, spectators and volunteers.

Nearly 400 volunteers contributed to the success of World 
Bowls 2008. 134 of these were members of Burnside. 
The Burnside Operations Committee chaired by Warwick 
Ainger played a leading role in the planning and the 
execution of those plans at Burnside, the headquarters 
venue. Committee members – Bill Fowlie, Arjan van 
Hasselt, Ken Haworth, Judy Gamblin, Philippa Johnston, 
Cushla McGillivray, John Reese, Vince Roper, John Ross 
and Mort Young – each recruited a team of volunteers to 
work on specific tasks such as results, parking, driving, 
flowers, greens’ preparation, refreshments, ceremonies, 
bar duties, security, merchandising, gates and so on. 
Every convenor and their respective teams did a great 
job. Ken Wilson-Pyne was responsible for the overall 

Burnside Selection v Scotland 2007 - “Friendly”
Kevin Gore, George Nicoll, Alistair Brown, Ken Haworth, Leo Crimmins, 

Murray Hill & Ken Prebble

Grandstand Orchard Green - finals’ venue
World Bowls 2008

Opening Ceremony Asia Pacific Championship, January 2007

Kevin Gore playing the legendary  
Willie Wood of Scotland 2007
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management of the event with Bill Fowlie and Vince 
Roper as his Assistant Managers and Warwick Ainger 
as Financial Controller. Ken Prebble’s labour of love on 
the greens resulted in huge bouquets of praise from all 
overseas players and officials. During the tournament 
Ken was ably assisted by Colin James and numerous 
volunteers early every morning preparing the greens for 
the unfolding dramas of each day. 

Graham Lowery, Russell Cockroft, Nancy Field and Tony 
Bennett together with their teams contributed a significant 
amount of time and skill to this event. Avis Fitzpatrick and 
Pat Crombie crafted the beautiful tournament quilt which is  
a legacy for the club to treasure and now hangs in 
the upstairs lounge while Tim Lynch built the results 
kiosks and large wooden locker bays to his own  
high standards. 

Our International Umpires, Mort Young and Leo Crimmins, officiated 
throughout while Norm West (whose line scopes were used daily by the 
umpires) and Myra Diver acted as a green manager and a section manager 
respectively. Thirteen Burnside members were chosen as singles markers. 

This tournament gave all involved a myriad of memories to treasure due 
to the cooperation and assistance of all three host clubs and 400 willing, 
smiling volunteers including the Burnside 134! 

Bowls NZ and World Bowls have shown their appreciation in appointing the 
same three clubs as hosts of the 2016 World Bowls Championships, with 
Burnside as headquarters. Bill Fowlie has been appointed BENZ’s Events’ 
Manager for all international events leading up to World Bowls 2016 starting 
with the World Bowls Singles Champion of Champions event at Burnside in 
November 2013. Volunteers stand by for action! 

Avonhead Road frontage World Bowls 2008

Jo Edwards & Val Smith 
World Pairs Champions 2008

Burnside Operations Committee 
World Bowls 2008

Orchard Green, World Bowls 2008 
Looking towards Burnside Park
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The Earthquakes 
4 September 2010 4.35am 7.1 magnitude 

22 February 2011 12.51pm 6.3 

13 June 2011 1.01pm 5.9

  2.20 pm 6.4

23 December 2011 2.20pm 5.8

  3.18pm 6.2 

These major earthquakes and their accompanying 
aftershocks (totalling over 13,000 in the three years to 
October 2013) have had a traumatic and dramatic effect 
on Cantabrians and the Canterbury landscape. 185 
people lost their lives in the February earthquake and 
hundreds of others were badly injured. Most damage 
was sustained in Central Christchurch, the eastern 
suburbs, the hill suburbs, along rivers and in wet lands. 
The city’s infrastructure was badly damaged and in 
places decimated. The effects of the earthquakes will 
reverberate for several years to come. 

The earthquakes affected everyone who experienced 
them. The noises, the shaking of ground and buildings, 
the fear of the unknown and the tension of when the next 
one would hit were inescapable. The homes and sections 
of virtually every member had some level of damage 
while the homes of the worst hit were destroyed and 
have had to be rebuilt. A number of the Club’s members 
moved away from Christchurch to live in “safe places” 
such as Nelson, Blenheim and Central Otago.

The Club itself was only superficially damaged with 
minor cracks in the clubhouse and in the exterior block 
work. Unlike several other bowling clubs in Christchurch 
the Burnside greens were largely unscathed. The relative 
lack of damage can be put down to location and luck but 
mostly to the sound legacy left by the early members who 
built the Club so well. Ironically our dining room was built 
as a copy of the South Brighton Club’s facility which has 
been abandoned and will be demolished. It was bizarre 
during aftershocks to see bowls and jacks moving on 
the green of their own accord, to see the ground rippling 

and to hear and see the clubhouse windows rattling. 
One of the subsequent downsides of the earthquakes 
has been the escalation of insurance charges facing 
those in charge of the Club’s finances and with regard 
to procuring insurance the Club led by John Switalla has 
coped well. This issue may see the demise of many less 
well managed clubs. 

With the loss of so many of the city’s meeting places 
and function centres, the Club’s excellent facilities were 
in great demand as an in-service centre for teachers, 
surveyors, earthquake contractors and the like. Firms 
have hired the lounge for staff functions and used the 
greens for corporate bowls. After the February earthquake 
the dining room was transformed for a month into the 
Christchurch College of English Language with over 100 
overseas students and their tutors safe in our facilities 
and enjoying lessons in English and occasionally bowls. 
The Gordon Scout and Cub groups’ den in Burnside 
Park was also badly damaged and they have used the 
dining room three nights a week for the past two years. 
The bookings and all arrangements for use and the hire 
of the clubhouse have been managed by Ken Haworth 
while corporate bowls events have been organised by 
Gordon and Judith Watson assisted by many volunteers. 
One dubious upside is that the earthquakes provide 
opposing players with a common topic of conversation. 

To the credit of all members, throughout all of this 
earthquake activity a full playing programme has  
been maintained. 

And then there was..... 
Ironically another of Nature’s forces has caused 
considerable damage through the years – wind. Fences 
have been blown down in April 1968 (the Wahine Storm), 
August 1975 and September 2013 while the “new” fence 
around the Orchard Green was destroyed on Waitangi 
Day 2008. This latter blow proved to be a godsend in 
that the “new, new” fence is a much improved and, cross 
fingers, permanent design. 

Pauline Minehan with English Language  
College Students

Damaged car park fence September 2013
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Success in 2012 and 2013 
Juniors and experienced teams did the Club proud in the 
2012 and 2013 calendar years. Steve Hamilton’s Four 
of Geoff Clarke, George Nicoll and Eric Jarvis defeated 
Gary Lawson’s Belfast team in the 2012 Open Fours; 
the Mixed Ten’s Team won the Centre title again while 
Barry Williams triumphed in the Centre Junior Singles. 

These results augur well for the future and the Club can 
look forward to further successes in the next 50 years. 
Hopefully the wall space in the Committee room will be 
inadequate to display all the certificates! 

World Singles Champion of Champions 2013 
The week 25 November to 1 December ushered in a new 
era of International Bowls at Burnside. The World Singles 
Champion of Champions 2013 event was the forerunner 
to the 2015 Asia Pacific Championship and several test 
series which will culminate in World Bowls 2016.

The Singles Championship was held in difficult 
conditions; drizzle, rain, heavy cloud, gusty winds and 
even a little sunshine on fast, manicured greens. Led 
by Bill Fowlie, Club President and Events’ Manager for 
Bowls Events NZ, an organising committee, of Robert 
Clark, Mort Young, John Reese, Gordon Watson, Gaye 
and Barry Bunting, Graham Lowery and Brenda Turner, 
recruited teams of volunteers and allocated duties. Add 
in Arjan van Hasselt, Ken Reid and greenkeeper Glen 
Miller and a successful tournament was assured. 

The greens’ surrounds were resplendent with flags, 
grandstands, advertising signs and officials and 
volunteers in their blue and gold uniforms; the latter 
causing a little angst to staunch Cantabrians! Twenty 
eight countries were represented by 50 players (25 men 
and 25 women), all of whom had won their own nation’s 
Singles title. After seven days of quality play, Karen 
Murphy (Australia) defeated the wind and Lorna Smith 
(Scotland) in the Women’s final, while Thomas Bishop 
(England) prevailed over Alastair White (Scotland), in 
front of an appreciative crowd, to be crowned World 
Men’s Singles Champion.

The greens, the volunteers, the organisation and the Club 
all received deserved plaudits from the players, Bowls 
NZ and World Bowls. Bring on the next showpiece – the 
2015 Asia Pacific Championship!

Tayla Bruce chipped in with the Centre Kittyhawk U20 
Singles Championship and keen to cover her walls with 
certificates Tayla repeated this feat in 2013 and added 
the Centre Junior Singles and Junior Singles Champion 
of Champions titles for good measure. In November 
2013 she defeated a high class field to win the Centre 
Open Singles Championship – all this and not yet 19 
years of age! Also in 2013 James Haseman won the 
Centre’s Junior Singles and the Kittyhawk U20 Singles 
titles while Kirsten Rowe out drew the opposition to win 
the Centre First and Second Years Singles Champion of 
Champions title. Kirsten also featured with Kevin Rowe 
and Ryan Bonham in Chris Iggo’s Four which deservedly 
held off all opposition to win the Centre’s Junior Interclub 
Division 2 Fours final in December 2012. 

Bill Fowlie (Events Manager),  
Mort Young (Flipper Supremo) and Richard Bruce (Exec) at  

the World Singles Championships
Kirsten Rowe - Centre First & Second years  

Singles Champion of Champions 2013

Centre Fours Champions 2012 
Eric Jarvis, George Nicoll, Steve Hamilton (skip)  

and Geoff Clarke


