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Centre Representatives
The following Burnside members represented the Canterbury Centre 1964 – 2013 

For the record the actual organisations were; Christchurch Bowling Centre 1964-86; the Canterbury Provincial Bowling 
Centre 1986-96; Bowls Canterbury 1996-2001; Amalgamated Bowls Canterbury 2002 -

Senior/Open Teams (Men) 

Peter Rose, Bill Morrison, Tom Brady, Ken Shivas, Ray Marks, Stu Buttar, Lyn Hanger, Neil Howman, Robin 
Howman, Peter Remi, Alan Stuart, Steve Orman, Evan Ambrose, Graham Champion, Ken Prebble, Bill Cosgriff, 
Alex Grainger, Terry Darby, Graeme Rees, Steve Cruse, Bruce McNish, Mike Small, Alan Bryce, Leo Crimmins, 
Peter Stumbles, Pat Bonham, Billy Cosgriff, Noel Millar, Geoff Harris, Kevin Gore 

Development/Junior Teams from 1985 (Men) 

Ken Prebble, Len Seear, Dave Khouri, Allan Nimmo, Billy Cosgriff*, Steve Hall*, Geoff Harris, Neil Clarke, Clive 
Claridge, Nigel Thompson, Ross Bell, Isaac Denny, Raniera Tini, Chris Macdonald, Selwyn Eathorne, Luke 
Rhind, Barry Williams, Grant Ellis, Joshua Thompson, James Haseman 

*members of the 1991 Junior Rothmans Intercentre Team (seven players) – a first for Burnside 

The following Burnside members represented the Christchurch Women’s Bowling Centre 1968-2001 

These players competed against South Canterbury for the Sampson Cup and/or against Marlborough  
for the Marjory Gundry Trophy; 

Thelma Kelly, Lorna Storey, Joan Kuchen, Marjory Steele, Barbara Stanbury, Ina Gardiner, Glenis Tozer, Noney 
Morrison, Doreen Lindley, Vi McGarry, Leonie Spargo, Jill Crow, Peg Guy, June Irvine, Mavis Pyne, Noeline 
Burrows, Gladys Goodall, Maureen Thomas, Joy Scanes, Merle Brady, Ida Shelley, Sylvia Hogwood, Helen 
Brown, Nyra Crimmins, Kathleen Hay, Dorothy Goldsmith, Betty Atkins, Pat Shivas, Chris Ward, Yvonne 
Howman, Clare Churcher, Mavis Lancaster, Mavis Barnard, Ola Williams, Mattie Mawson, Marjory Waldron, Pat 
Seear, Judy Gamblin, Pam Clark 

Senior/Open Teams from 2001 (Women) 

Sharon Kitching, Lorraine Davis, Stella Trower, Chris Molloy, Pam Clark, Barbara Redway, Estelle Jarvis, Serena 
Matthews, Jessica Webber, Jo Edwards, Valmai Hantz, Tayla Bruce, Kay Wallace, Mandy Boyd 

Development/Junior Teams from 2001 (Women) 

Pam Clark, Judy Gamblin, Cheryl Gee, Jessica Webber, Chris Molloy*, Olivia Davids*, Stella Trower*, Lyn 
Haworth, Laura Newton, Tayla Bruce, Bonnie Hawker, Kay Wallace, Kirsten Rowe 

*members of the Bowls Canterbury Women’s Development Team (six players) that won the 2007 National 
Intercentre Development Teams’ Championship. 

N.B. The above listings cannot be definitive – apologies to anyone who should have been listed but isn’t.

Burnside Player of the Year 2011-12
Barry Williams with President, Neil Cornelius

Bill Fowlie (President) accepts Club of the Year 2012 
plaque from Kerry Clark (CEO Bowls NZ)

A table full of trophies
Tayla Bruce, Laura Newton  

and Lyn Haworth 2010
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Bowls NZ National Awards 
2007 Greenkeeper of the Year  Ken Prebble 

2008  Greenkeeper of the Year  Ken Prebble 

2008  Club of the Year  Burnside 

2008  Administrator of the Year  Ken Wilson-Pyne 

2008  Coach of the Year  Dave Edwards 

2009  Volunteer of the Year  Ken Haworth 

2009  Player of the Year  Jo Edwards 

2010  Volunteer of the Year  Graham Lowery 

2011  Player of the Year  Jo Edwards 

2011  Club of the Year  Burnside 

2011  Bowls NZ Clubcheck  Gold Award 

2012  Club of the Year  Burnside 

2013  Bowls NZ Clubcheck  Gold Award 

2013  Bowls NZ Hall of Fame  Stewart Buttar 

Burnside Players of the Year 

Season Women Men 
2001-02 Sharon Kitching Pat Bonham

2002-03  Lorraine Davis  Matt Barber

2003-04  Lorraine Davis  Mike Small

2004-05  Jessica Webber  Selwyn Eathorne

2005-06  Olivia Davids  Kevin Gore

2006-07  Stella Trower  Isaac Denny

2007-08  Jo Edwards  Isaac Denny

2008-09  Jo Edwards  Isaac Denny

2009-10  Lyn Haworth  Kevin Gore

2010-11  Jo Edwards  George Nicoll

2011-12  Tayla Bruce  Kevin Gore/ Barry Williams

2012-13  Tayla Bruce  Kevin Gore

Major Events at Burnside 1982-2013

1982  NZ v Australia 4th Test

1993  Bank of NZ National Interclub and Inter-Centre Finals 

1996  Men’s National Championships (HQ) 
 NZ v Australia Test Series 
 National Interclub and Inter-Centre Finals

1998  NZ v South Australia 
 Trans-Tasman Test Series

1999  Women’s National Championships (HQ)

2001  NZ v Ireland Test Series

2003-4  First combined Men’s and Women’s National Championships (HQ)

2007  Asia Pacific Championship  
 NZ v Ireland Test Series 
 NZ v Scotland Test Series 
 NZ v Malaysia Test Series 
 NZ v South Africa Test Series 
 Trans-Tasman Test Series

2008  First combined Men’s and Women’s World Championships (HQ)

2013  World Bowls Singles Champion of Champions

Burnside Player of the Year 2009-10
Lyn Haworth

Burnside Player of the Year 2012-13
Kevin Gore

Burnside Player of the Year 2010-11
George Nicoll
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INTERNATIONALS 
Stewart Buttar 
Stewart Buttar was a talented representative cricketer who took up bowls because 
his job as a customs officer and its shift hours fitted bowls better than cricket. 
He joined Burnside in the 1979-80 season as a first-year player. Stewart was to 
become our first international player. He won his first Burnside championship 
in 1981 – the Colts Singles and went on that year to win the Canterbury Colts 
Champion of Champions title. Stewart won his first Burnside Open championships 
in 1985 – the fours with Peter Remi and the first of his six Open Singles. In all he 
won 22 open club titles including the 1999 Mixed Pairs with his sister, Pam Clark, 
and five Centre titles. 

Stewart practised for hours honing his skills and concentrating on shot making 
and shot selection. 

The 1990 National Championships brought him his first success at national 
level when the Burnside Four of Alex Grainger, Ken Prebble, Stewart and Robin 
Howman (skip) was a close runner up to Rowan Brassey’s Okahu Bay Four at 
Christchurch’s Hoon Hay Working Men’s Club. 

1993 was a stellar year for Stewart. He was in Gary Lawson’s composite Four that 
won the 1993 National Fours title at the Rewa Club in Matamata. Bruce McNish, 
yet to join Burnside, was also in this team. Stewart won the Most Consistent Player 
award at the Nationals and soon after was named, at the age of 38, in the New 
Zealand team to play Australia at Moama in the annual Trans-Tasman Test Series. 
This was followed by selection in the NZ team for the Asia Pacific Championship 
held in Victoria, Canada where leading for the triples team he won a silver medal. 
1994 was even better. At the Nationals held in Christchurch Stewart won the Pairs 
with his now Burnside club mate, Bruce McNish and went on to retain the Fours 
title with Andrew Curtain, Bruce and Gary Lawson – in the media dubbed “Dream 
Team” and “Awesome Foursome”. Selection to the Commonwealth Games team 
followed and in Victoria Canada, alongside Bruce, Stewart won a bronze medal 
in the Fours. In 1994 he also played in the Trans-Tasman in Dunedin and then a 
test series against Fiji. 

South Africa in 1997 was the stage for Stewart’s final international appearance as 
a player in a test series as he retired from international play in 1998. 

Stewart Buttar was not only a champion player he was a great club 
man. He served the club in many ways - on the Executive, as Greens’ 
Superintendent, as a member and chair of the Burnside Pairs Invitation 
Tournament Committee, as a coach, as a selector, on the bar and 
on the match committee among other roles. Although he was a top 
singles player he really enjoyed playing in a team. He won several 
titles and tournaments with players like Mike Small, Ken Prebble and 
Alex Grainger but he also included other players in his teams – young 
players and those new to bowls as well as club members who did a 
lot of work around the club. He was a humble winner and always a 
gracious loser. 

With the restructuring of the Customs Department, Stewart made 
bowls his career. He worked as Elmwood’s professional coach and 
Fendalton’s greenkeeper while remaining a member of Burnside. 
He followed the Australian professional model and gave individual 
contracted lessons and opened a bowls shop in what is now the 
Burnside Club office. Early in 2000 he was also appointed Regional 
Development Officer by the Centre – the first in Canterbury – with 
an emphasis on school and youth bowls. He was very successful in  
this role. 

Stewart after winning the National  
Fours Championship in 1993 with  

Nick (winner 2008) and Anna

Stewart Buttar
Centre Colts Singles Champion 1981

Stewart Buttar
The master of the incredibly smooth delivery
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As with everything he did, Stewart prepared for his 
coaching role thoroughly. He studied biomechanics and 
kinesiology and applied these to bowls, being one of the 
first to apply the science of movement to the sport. He 
believed in sports psychology as a means of enhancing 
relaxation and concentration to raise performance levels. 
He also promoted fitness - sometimes to sceptical ears.

In 2002 Stewart was appointed to the full-time position 
of National Coach. Apart from Trans-Tasman tests and 
the 2002 Manchester Commonwealth Games his most 
notable coaching achievement was assisting NZ teams 
win several medals at the 2004 World Championships 
at Ayr, Scotland (Men) and at Leamington Spa, England 
(Women). It was at this level that Stewart was able to 
apply all his skills and knowledge and he was seen as a 
world leading coach of bowls by all other countries. 

Sadly Stewart fell ill in 2005 and even though 
incapacitated he continued working for Bowls NZ. He 
continued to play when he could at club level during this 
time and he was a very proud father when his son Nick 
won the Club Colts Singles Championship early in 2006. 

After a brave battle with cancer Stewart Buttar passed 
away in early March 2006 at the age of 51. This Southern 
Man was given a huge send off. His name lives on in 
the Stewart Buttar Burnside Invitation Pairs and all those 
who knew him – men, women, young, old, elite or roll 
up - will always remember Stewart Buttar as a top bloke. 

In September 2013 Stewart Buttar was inducted into the 
Bowls NZ Hall of Fame. 

Bruce McNish 
Bruce McNish is Burnside’s second international player. 
Bruce joined Burnside from Greymouth in the 1993-94 
season. He had already forged a formidable reputation 
and an impressive record as a player. He had won 
three NZ Fours titles before joining Burnside – 1983 in 
Wellington, 1988 in Dunedin and 1993 in Matamata. 
All were in composite teams and Bruce was playing at 
those times at the Milton, Spreydon and Greymouth 
clubs respectively. 

The 1993 Championship was won with Stewart Buttar 
(Burnside), Andrew Curtain 
(Linwood) and Gary Lawson 
(Carlton). This quartet 
repeated their success in 
Christchurch in 1994 and 
Bruce, now a member of 
Burnside, joined with Stewart 
to also win the Pairs. With 
Lawson winning the Singles, 
the four created history by 
winning all three NZ titles on 
offer in 1994 and deservedly 
were labelled the “Awesome 
Foursome”. With these wins 
Bruce was awarded the 
Bowls NZ Gold Star. 

Selection for New Zealand followed this success and at 
the 1994 Commonwealth Games in Victoria, Canada, 
Bruce together with Stewart won the bronze medal in 
the Fours. He also played in a test series against Fiji. 
The following year he was selected for the trans-Tasman 
in Noosa and in 1998 he was again selected in the 
Commonwealth Games team playing in the Pairs at 
Kuala Lumpur. 

Between 1995 and 2000 Bruce won 11 Burnside 
Championships including four Singles titles in succession 
1996-1999. He added a number of Centre titles to those 
he had already won and was awarded a Centre Gold 
Star. During this time Burnside’s Division 1 interclub 
teams were very successful. 

Bruce shifted to the Gold Coast in 2001 and won many 
tournaments and enjoyed much success in the top 
division of the Gold Coast Pennant competitions for 
Musgrave Hill. He returned many times to NZ to fulfil 
a promise to his great friend Stewart Buttar that he 
would help young Nick in his bowling career. In 2008 
in Christchurch Bruce McNish of Musgrave Hill won his 
sixth National title by winning the Fours together with 
Nick Buttar (Burnside), Chris LeLievre (Onehunga) and 
Ryan Bester (Cabramatta and Canada). Each year he 
plays in the Stewart Buttar Burnside Invitation Pairs  
with Nick. 

In the 2012-13 season Bruce returned to Christchurch 
to work in the restoration and rebuilding of Christchurch 
after the earthquakes. 

He rejoined Burnside and is currently a member of  
the Club.

Bruce McNish in Burnside 
colours 2012

Runner up National Fours Championship 1990
Stewart Buttar, Robin Howman, Ken Prebble and Alex Grainger

Winners of the 
National Fours 2003

Gary Lawson,  
Bruce McNish,  

Andrew Curtain and 
Stewart Buttar
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Jo Edwards 
Jo Edwards came to Burnside in 2006 from United in 
Nelson. Her husband, Dave Edwards, was appointed to 
the position of National Coach and as World Bowls 2008 
was to be held in Christchurch his job was located in 
the city. As Burnside was the headquarters for the World 
Championships it was logical that Burnside was chosen 
as their home club. Jo had already been successful on 
Burnside’s greens having won the Pairs title here at the 
2004 National Championships and had played several 
times in the Burnside Invitation Pairs. 

When Jo came to Burnside she was already the 2002 
Manchester Commonwealth Games Pairs gold medallist 
and the 2004 Pairs World Champion won at Leamington 
Spa, England. Both these titles were won with Sharon 
Sims. In addition she was a multiple medal winner in Asia 
Pacific Championships held in 2001, 2003 and 2005. 
During her five years at Burnside Jo won the Pairs gold 
medal at the 2008 World Championships (on the Orchard 
Green) with her great mate Val Smith and two World Cup 
Indoor Singles titles at Warilla, Australia. In addition, 
wearing a Burnside shirt, she won both the Singles 
and Pairs titles on one golden day at the 2010-2011 
National Championships on the Taieri greens in Dunedin. 
Following this success she went on to win the World 
Bowls Singles Champion of Champions event. Several 
Burnside members proudly watched when she won the 
rich Golden Nugget Singles tournament at Tweed Heads 
Bowling Club in 2009 – a feat she repeated in 2011  
and 2013. 

Since returning to Nelson in July 2011 Jo has won her 
third World Cup Indoors title in 2012 and a silver medal 
in the 2012 World Championship Pairs held in Adelaide. 

During her time at Burnside Jo was committed to the 
Black Jacks’ regime. This limited her playing time in club 
competitions but she was an excellent club member and 
played in as many club events as she could. In her career 
Jo has won more than 30 Club titles – one of which is the 
Burnside Women’s Pairs won with Kerrie Bruce in 2011. 
She played in the Mixed Tens team, and in the interclub 
Women’s Sevens team with two 15 year olds, Laura 
Newton and Tayla Bruce. She encouraged and inspired 
these two youngsters and was rewarded for this when 
Tayla and her partner defeated Jo and Val Smith in the 
2012 Burnside Pairs. Jo was named the Bowls NZ Player 
of the Year in 2009, 2011, 2012 and 2013 and Burnside’s 
Player of the Year in 2008, 2009 and 2011. At present Jo 
lives in Nelson. 

Jo Edwards in the pairs final 
World Bowls 2008

Jo Edwards, skip of the NZ 
Four at World Bowls 2008

Jo Edwards, Bowls NZ Player of the Year 2009, 
with President John Reese

Jo Edwards’ personalised bowl 
celebrates her Liverpool origins
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Serena Matthews 
Serena represented NZ at the 2006 Melbourne 
Commonwealth Games. She moved from Auckland 
to Christchurch in 2006 to enhance her chances of 
selection for World Bowls 2008. She was selected to play 
both Ireland and Scotland in April 2007 and performed 
creditably but missed achieving her goal of World Bowls 
selection – instead she volunteered to help in the results 
office. Serena played in Burnside’s winning Mixed Tens 
side in 2007 and in all manner of club events. Playing for 
Leeston/Dunsandel she was named Canterbury’s Player 
of the Year in 2013 having won a number of Centre titles 
including the Open Singles, the National Club Singles 
and the National Pairs Championship. She may well 
achieve her goal at World Bowls in 2016. 

Isaac Denny 
Isaac started playing bowls in 1999 at age 15 when he 
was at Papanui High School. He was selected in the NZ 
Under 25 Development Team in two Trans-Tasman Test 
series; the first at Bowls Papanui in March 2007 and 
again at Burnside in December 2007. He has won many 
open tournaments including the South Island Under 30 
Championship in 2003 and the Stewart Buttar Burnside 
Invitation pairs in 2007. 

At club level Isaac has three open titles – Pairs 2007 and 
2009 and Fours in 2009; all with Mike Small. He also 
won the Centre Pairs title in 2009 with Mike. Isaac was 
Burnside’s Player of the Year in 2007, 2008 and 2009. 

He has contributed a lot to the Club as a junior 
selector, Executive member, Vice President, Burnside 
Pairs Committee and as a member of the 2013 
Innovations Committee. Isaac assisted Bill Fowlie at 
the 2010 New Delhi Commonwealth Games where he  
trained volunteers. 

An interview with Isaac Denny 
Why did you choose to play bowls at school? 

The local bowls club had put a notice in my school’s 
weekly newsletter. A group of us went down as a bit 
of a joke, I had no intention of taking it up. I worked 
at a supermarket at the time; a guy I worked with 
also played and suggested I come to Burnside as 
there was a good group of young bowlers there. 
The rest as they say is history. 

Reaction of school friends? 

Similar to what I get now. Really? Why? Isn’t it for 
more senior members? (Paraphrasing of course). 

Other sports played at that time? 

Rugby 

Do you have a bowling role model ? 

It is hard to go far past Stewart Buttar. Stu was a 
great role model for all of us that started around 
this time. He was an extremely talented player, 
calm under pressure, considerate and extremely 
generous with his time. He was a great role model 
for bowls and life in general. 

Andrew Todd 
Andrew was selected for the Black Jacks in internationals 
throughout 2007 and for World Bowls 2008. He came 
from Sydney club, Cabramatta, to Burnside through his 
contacts with Ross Bell. At the 2007-2008 Nationals, 
Andrew and Ross were semi finalists in the Pairs 
Championship. He used the club mainly as a practice 
facility getting to know the World Bowls greens very 
well. This obviously worked as he was lead in the gold 
medal winning four and a member of the team that won 

the overall team title – the 
Leonard Trophy. Success 
in the Burnside Fives and 
the 2009 Stewart Buttar 
Burnside Invitation Pairs 
confirmed his class. Andrew 
won the National Singles title 
under the Burnside banner in 
Wellington at the 2009-2010 
Nationals and went on to the 
2010 World Bowls Singles 
Champion of Champions 
where in Norfolk Island he 
was runner-up.

Serena Matthews at the Burnside Pairs

Andrew Todd leading the way 
at World Bowls 2008

Isaac Denny, Burnside 
Player of the Year 

2008 with President 
Warwick Ainger
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Who has influenced your bowling? 

In the early days there was really only one, Stu 
Buttar. In more recent years I would say Mike 
Small. Both have taught me game tactics and 
the importance of remaining calm, something 
that doesn’t come very naturally to me at times. 
They have also taught me, like life, it is important 
to surround yourself with people whose company 
you enjoy. We spend a lot of time on the green, 
it is important that you like those around you. I 
also owe a lot to people like: Ross Bell, Selwyn 
Eathorne, Noel Millar, Geoff Clarke, Leo Crimmins, 
Kevin Gore, Murray Hill, Bill Fowlie; the list goes 
on, too many to name everyone. 

First big success? 

It seems small now but at the time it was winning 
the Junior Singles. Back then I would somewhat 
misbehave and stay out a bit late, drink a bit too 
much before a game but in the final I managed 
to play some decent bowls and help contribute 
towards a win. My late Grandmother was unwell 
at the time but came down to watch, it was nice to 
win with her there. 

How did you feel when named for NZ? 

I remember clearly when Dave Edwards called me 
to say that I had made the NZ Under 25 team for 
the first time. I was giddy. It was a fantastic feeling 
to be recognised like that. The first time putting on 
the fern was both exciting and nerve-racking. I will 
never forget it. 

Most memorable moments in bowls? 

There are a few, both on and off the green, but to 
take a cheap shot at my mates Ross Bell and Kevin 
Gore, getting a six to win on the last end of the club 
pairs with Chris Macdonald. Sadistic I know! 

What do you think of the Burnside Club? 

I am very proud to be a member of the Burnside 
Club, I couldn’t imagine ever playing for another. 
Our club has amazing greens and facilities but 
what really makes our club great is our members, 
an inspiring group of men and women who are 
incredibly supportive of youth bowls. 

Future goals in bowls?

My goal was always to compete in a Commonwealth 
Games, however I think working at one is probably 
the closest I will get. A more realistic goal 
might be to once again win the Stewart Buttar  
Invitation Pairs. 

Anything else you wish to include? 

The player I would you most like to see return to 
the game is Raniera Tini, a true natural with a drive 
that I have never seen the like of since. I’m thinking 
of starting a petition. 

Tayla Bruce 
Tayla began her bowling career as a 13 year old, Year 
9 student at Christchurch Girls’ High School, in the 
Wednesday secondary school competition in Term 4, 
2008. In her first five years she has won 7 Open Club titles, 
3 Centre Junior titles and represented the Canterbury 
Women’s Senior Team in the 2012-13 season. In 
November 2013 Tayla won the Centre’s Women’s Open 
Singles Championship – a remarkable feat for such a 
young player. In addition she was invited to the 2012 
Junior Golden Nugget at Tweed Heads and, the reason 
Tayla is included in this section, she was selected to play 
for the NZ Under 18 Team to play Australia in both 2012 
and 2013. Tayla was Burnside’s Women’s Player of the 
Year in 2011-12 and 2012-13. 

An interview with Tayla Bruce 
Why did you choose to play bowls? 

I went to watch World Bowls in 2008 at Burnside 
and saw young high performance athletes playing 
for their country. I saw bowls in a new light and was 
inspired to be like them. 

Reaction of school friends? 

They thought it was cool I was trying something 
different and often brought up the fact their 
grandparents play. It was hard convincing them 
that it is not just a sport for old people. 

Other sports played at that time? 

Netball in winter. I played defence positions - either 
Goal Defence or Goal Keep. 

Isaac Denny playing for NZ against Australia in 2007  
at Bowls Papanui
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Do you have a bowling role model? 

I will always look up to Jo Edwards because I admire her as a person and 
a player. 

Who has influenced your bowling career? 

My coach Vince Roper who has been with me just about from day one. He 
supports me and teaches me so much in all aspects of the game. And of 
course Mum and Dad have been great support. 

First big success? 

Being selected for the NZ Under 18 team in 2012. When I started playing 
bowls that was my first ultimate goal and to achieve that was very exciting. 

International experience? 

I’ve played for two years in the NZ Under 18 Trans-Tasman team. It was a 
great experience and a real high point of my life. Every international game 
is as thrilling as the first. 

Most memorable moments in bowls? 

A special moment that I will never forget was in 2012 being officially 
presented with my Under 18 NZ shirt and cap. Then to go out and bowl 
against Australia for our country was the best feeling. Being selected 
again for the team in 2013 was just as exciting as when I was selected the  
first time. 

What do you think of the Burnside Club? 

I love the club. It will always be the place that sparked my interest in the 
sport and is where it all started for me. I am very proud to be a Burnside 
member. The members have always made me feel welcome and supported 
me.

Future goals in bowls? 

To keep improving to the best of my ability and to try and go as far as I can. 
I’d love to represent New Zealand again.

Good Shot 
Jo Edwards congratulates Tayla Bruce

Bowls NZ Challenge

Tayla Bruce playing for NZ Under 18 against Australia in Auckland

Kerrie, Richard and Tayla Bruce at the 
National Championships  

Dunedin 2013-14

Tayla playing for the Southern Region in 
the NZ Challenge 2012
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INFRASTRUCTURE 
Things that make clubs work, the supporting structure; 
This section will concentrate on developments  
after 1985. 

Greens 
Burnside is no exception to the maxim that people make 
great clubs. In any bowling club however, the green is 
the jewel in the crown. Burnside has three internationally 
famous jewels. It wasn’t always so. 

In the early history of the Club, Green Superintendents 
were written up but the greenkeepers got scant or no 
mention. The Laing Green opened in November 1964 
and Davie in December 1966. Both were grass greens 
looked after by contractors as the Club could not afford 
a “grounds man”. The first superintendent was A H Flay; 
a Professor at Lincoln College, whose appointment 
to the U.N. meant that Walter Laing took over. Jack 
Brown, A J Morley and Ernie Watt followed and at this 
time in 1973 cotula weed took over from grass as the 
favoured playing surface. Hec Orchard, the Club’s first 
greenkeeper and grass fan, promptly resigned. Les 
Pope, Ernie Watt again, Alan Stuart, Howard Hill, Henry 
Vannoort and B R Byers served until 1987 – a watershed 
date. The Orchard Green opened in December 1979 
to complete the playing complex – three weed greens. 
Today (2013) we play on cotula-maniototo weed greens. 

Burnside’s first greenkeeper, Hec Orchard (1966-73), 
was succeeded by Tim Kearney (1977-82), Pat Thomas 
(1982), Steve Alloway (1983) and Colin Pratt (1984-87). 
The greens at this time were in poor condition. The 
reformation and restoration started with the appointment 
of Ken Prebble on March 1, 1987. Every Annual Report 
from 1988 to 2009 acknowledged and congratulated 
Ken Prebble and his Green Superintendents on the 
excellence of the greens. 

Burnside has played a full part in the success of the 
Bowls Canterbury Greenkeepers’ Association with Ken 
Prebble holding a number of Executive positions over the 
years while Club member, Colin James – the Fendalton 
Bowling Club’s greenkeeper – is the current President of 
the Association. 

Green Superintendents 1987-Present 
1987-88 Alan Stuart 1988-91 Stu Buttar 1991-94 Rod Maxwell 

1994-05 Noel Millar 2005-06 Leo Crimmins 2006-07 John Reese 

2007-08 Leo Crimmins 2009-11 Ken Prebble 2012- John Reese

Ken Prebble – Greenkeeper 1987-2009 
My interest in green keeping started at an early 
age as I trailed my father around various greens 
in Christchurch. Dad was a bowler as well as the 
voluntary greenkeeper for a succession of clubs 
including the original Papanui Club in Langdons 
Road, the Mona Vale Club and the Flemings Flour 
Mill green in Addington. In those days all the 
greens were grass. I joined Burnside as a player in 
1980 and took up the green keeping role on March 
1, 1987. In the early days Sonny Calder and Bill 
Fiecken acted as my mentors in the art, science and 
mysteries of green keeping and I really valued their 
knowledge and advice. Burnside Executives have 
always taken care in the appointment of their Green 
Superintendents and I enjoyed a good working and 
personal relationship with every one of them in my 
22 years in the job. Stu Buttar gets a special mention 
for his diligence and his attention to detail while Noel 
Millar was a virtual team mate for 12 years. Noel did a 
great deal of work on the surrounds and had a special 
skill in recruiting volunteers for working bees. He was 

hard to say no to. I must say that in all my years at 
Burnside a standout for me has been the number 
and hard work of willing helpers. When I first started 
the greens were in bad shape and preparing them to 
a good standard was a challenge. Mid-weekers were 
very influential then and I had to prepare two greens 
for them on three days each week.

Ken Prebble (L), Rex Jones, Jack Forbes, 
Hugh Thomson and Geoff Orchard 

discuss greens 1987

Ken Prebble - Greenkeeper
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I always enjoyed the renovation/green maintenance 
periods because of the Club camaraderie, laughter 
and fun. There’s a lot of satisfaction in seeing people 
enjoying playing on your greens, while it was a thrill 
to watch the Black Jacks performing so well at the 
2008 World Bowls. The Aussies were here so often 
in 2007-08 that I got to know them all on a first name 
basis – that was special. I have very fond memories 
of the ‘Morning Tea Club’ chaired for many years by 
Dal Stott. I was opposed to the replacement of the 
Avonhead Road iron fence with a lower, see-through 
model as I thought the vandals would have a field 
day. I am pleased to say that I was wrong and that the 
fence has been a great success.

In all my time as greenkeeper there was never a day 
that I didn’t want to go to work. I loved the variety, 
appreciated the people and gained pleasure from the 
reactions of players. 

Glen Miller, an experienced and very successful 
greenkeeper, succeeded Ken Prebble as greenkeeper 
in 2009. Ken was appointed Greens’ Superintendent 
for the 2009-11 period and said that it was a really easy 
job as Glen is so good at what he does. The Burnside 
greens are indeed in excellent hands as the Club looks 
forward to the international period starting in 2013 and 
culminating in World Bowls 2016! 

Ken Prebble is a very good player in his own right. He 
has 18 Club and two Centre titles and was runner up 
in the 1990 National Fours Championship. He has also 
been a member of numerous winning Burnside interclub 
teams. Accordingly, he had an understanding of what 
was required by top players as well as Club bowlers. As 
one of his superintendents said “he had a sixth sense in 
foreseeing potential problems early and got on with the 
necessary remedy”. Another said “he looked after the 
greens like they belonged to him”. During the international 
era 2007-08, praise was heaped on the greens and 
the greens’ staff for the consistency and speed of the 
playing surfaces. One experienced team manager said 
that “these are the best greens in the world”. 

Ken’s expertise was recognised in being named the 
Bowls NZ Greenkeeper of the Year in both 2007 and 
2008. He was always protective of his greens and quick 
to reply to any perceived criticism. An illustration of this 
is on one of the Women’s Club’s opening days the then 
President remarked loudly as he passed by “this green is 
far too heavy”. Ken’s retort, to the amusement of the full 
green, “then don’t try to pick it up by yourself“. 

Overseers Warwick Ainger and Alan Bryce

Glen Miller - Greenkeeper
Heading for his coffee

Men at work planing the Orchard Green

“What do you mean, where’s my green?”

Getting the levels right


